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      Taxation, Revenue and Utilization of


          Expenditures (TRUE) Commission

Marc Hassan, Chair

Patti Anania, Vice Chair
Greg Radlinski, Secretary 

March 4, 2016
Honorable City Council Members

Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Jacksonville FL  32202

Dear Council Members:

At its monthly meeting on Thursday, March 3rd, the TRUE Commission made the following recommendation regarding legislation pending before the City Council. 
2016-159 (authorizing issuance of $50 million in Jacksonville Housing Finance Authority single family housing bonds): the TRUE Commission requests the City Council to defer action on 2016-159 until such time as the commission can have several questions answered about the historical use of the funds, the measures of success, and any history of bond defaults.
2016-140 (administrative department reorganization): the TRUE Commission recommends caution in reorganizing the Environmental Quality Division to avoid placing it under the control of a division or department subject to EQD regulation.

2016-142 (appropriation of $500,000 from the Downtown Historic Preservation Trust Fund to the restoration of the Bostwick Building on East Bay Street): the TRUE Commission recommends disapproval of the appropriation in 2016-142 to “restore” the Bostwick Building because the historic building has been reduced to a partial shell; using the Downtown Historic Preservation and Rehabilitation Trust Fund for this building is inconsistent with the purpose of the fund.

2016-156 (removal of the Bob Hayes Track Meet from the Council Auditor’s financial reporting non-compliance list): the TRUE Commission recommends that the annual funding allocation to the Bob Hayes Track Meet be appropriated into a special council contingency fund each year until a contract is signed and the Office of Sports and Entertainment verifies the appropriate expenditure of and reporting on the use of the funds.

The commission also makes the following recommendations on Council Auditor’s Office audits and reports:

#771 (Council Auditor’s Annual Report for FY14-15): the TRUE Commission approves Report #771 without comment.

#772 (Budget Summary for FY15-16): the TRUE Commission approves report #772 without comment.

#720A (Duval County Property Appraiser Audit Follow-Up): the TRUE Commission approves report #720A without comment.
The TRUE Commission thanks you for your consideration of the Commission’s opinions on these important matters.  As always, the Commission stands ready to be of assistance in any way.  Please feel free to call on us at any time.





Sincerely,
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